Islamic Religious Council of Singapore
Friday Sermon
7 August 2020/ 17 Zulhijjah 1441H

Allah Is With Those Who Practise lhsan
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Beloved Friday congregants,

Let us together increase our tagwa towards Allah s.w.t. Fulfil all
His commands and avoid all His prohibitions. May we become
individuals who continuously practise ihsan in all our affairs.

Amin.
My Brothers,

Surely it is the hope of every servant of Allah s.w.t. to gain a
position close to Him and to be near Him all the time. We worship

Him, obey His commands, abstain from His prohibitions, and



make all kinds of sacrifice — so that we attain a high status in the

sight of Allah s.w.t.

Therefore, the sermons for this month will identify several noble
characteristics that are mentioned in the Quran. These are the
characteristics which will bring a servant of Allah s.w.t. to be
closer to Him. When we observe the Quran, we will notice that

there are several verses which include the following phrase:

- -

aa i
Meaning: “Indeed, Allah is with-"

These words are then followed by the characteristics of those

who attain a place close to Allah s.w.t.
My Brothers,

Let us observe what Allah s.w.t. says in surah an-Nahl, verse
128:

Meaning: “Indeed, Allah is with those who fear Him and those

who are doers of ihsan (good).”
So, what is ihsan? And how do we attain this attribute?

Brothers, ihsan holds two main meanings. Firstly, it means

whatever good that a person does for others. Be it for other
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people or the animals, and even for one’s country or the

environment.

To enliven the characteristic of ihsan is to show concern towards
the condition of the society around us. We will also strive to
remove any form of harm that can affect life in general. This form
of ihsan does not only improve the quality of a person’s life, but
it can also drive others around him to nurture the same kind of
ihsan in themselves. This is an opportunity for us all to enliven a
culture of ihsan in the community. When we strive to gain the
pleasure of Allah s.w.t., He surely will bless our efforts and our

acts of ihsan in this world.

The second meaning of ihsan is to perform all our acts of

worship to the best of our ability.

Rasulullah s.a.w. teaches us about this form of ihsan in a hadith
reported by Imam Bukhari, which means: “(lhsan is) when you
worship Allah, it is as though you can see Him. And if you cannot

see Him, know that He can see you.”

From this hadith, we can observe that the true form of ihsan can
improve the quality of a person’s acts of worship. He realizes that
these acts of worship are the key to his success in this world and

the hereafter, thus, he constantly strives to improve them.

My Brothers,



Since the spread of the pandemic in Singapore, we have
witnessed different kinds of welfare efforts done by members of
our community. They have remained united in striving to support
one another, such as showing appreciation towards the noble
work of our front liners, making adjustments in our daily lives, as
well as in performing acts of worship. All these are for the benefit

of the larger society.

This spirit of ihsan should continue to bloom and flourish within
ourselves and our community. With that, may Allah s.w.t. bless
all our efforts and preserve the security and prosperity of our
beloved community and country. May Allah s.w.t. accept all our
deeds, grant our hopes and fulfil our prayers. Amin Ya Rabbal

‘Alamin.
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Second Sermon
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